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Recommendation: 
 

 That the Board endorses the drafting of a traffic regulation order that removes 
any errors and ambiguities in both Cranbrook and Hawkhurst and is based 
largely on what is marked on the ground at present with some minor 
adjustments to parking bays to provide as much on-street parking as is 
practical without compromising movement or safety. 

 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Waiting restrictions in Cranbrook and Hawkhurst are currently only partially 

enforceable due to the condition of lining and signing plus the existence of 
some anomalies in the supporting traffic regulation orders. This report provides 
an overview of the situation and recommends a way forward to enable full and 
proper enforcement to take place. 

 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 It appears from available records that waiting restrictions were first introduced in 

Cranbrook during the 1960’s. Over time these were added to and amended 
although little has changed in recent years. What has happened, however, is 
that markings have worn and not always been replaced in accordance with the 
defined restriction and signs have become redundant or outdated through 
changes to legislation. Hawkhurst has similar issues although they are much 
less pronounced. 

 
2.2 Although restrictions have been, and are still, enforced where possible it is 

relatively common knowledge in the local area that we have difficulty in properly 
enforcing some restrictions. 

 
 
 



2.3 Requests have been made for further restrictions but, in recent years, very few 
changes have been made. KCC, as highway authority, are responsible for the 
introduction of new yellow lines but current criteria dictates that they will only do 
so where there is a proven crash problem. The Borough Council can fund 
restrictions of this type but rarely do so. 

 
2.4 In addition to the above, there is the question of what type of line should be 

used. Much of Cranbrook is a conservation area and, within those areas, 
narrower primrose coloured lines can be used instead of the conventional 
75mm wide yellow lines. Requests have been made over a number of years to 
use this alternative style of marking. 

 
3. THE ISSUES REQUIRING ACTION 
 

Cranbrook 
 
3.1 Cranbrook issues can be split into three main categories as follows:- 
 

 Anomalies within traffic regulation orders – These will be rectified through 
the implementation of a new traffic regulation order. This will enable full 
enforcement of restrictions within the town. Where anomalies exist, a 
view will be taken as to whether the order should be changed to match 
what is on the ground or vice versa. 

 

 Requests for new/amended restrictions – These have mainly focussed 
on three areas. The High Street end of Stone Street, the lower end of the 
High Street and Frythe Way. In Stone Street the suggestion has been 
made that restrictions could be relaxed to allow some parking bays to be 
created. Although this has been looked at, it is considered that the 
current combination of single and double yellow lines best suits day to 
day needs when servicing requirements for local businesses are taken 
into account. It is, however, agreed that the parking bays at the lower end 
of the High Street could be extended to allow some extra parking. There 
is not considered to be a strong enough case for extending restrictions in 
Frythe Way. 

 

 The type of line to be used – Although the area would qualify for use of 
50mm primrose coloured lines, there are drawbacks both in providing 
them to begin with and their ongoing maintenance. Because standard 
width lines of conventional yellow colour have always been used in the 
town, to change to a narrower width with the required gaps would entail 
removing all the existing and then re-marking. This would be a difficult 
and expensive process. An estimate was obtained two years ago in the 
sum of £20,000. It is not considered that this can be justified. In addition 
to the initial cost of making the changes, primrose yellow, being a paler 
colour, will require re-marking on a more regular basis, thereby adding to 
ongoing maintenance costs. 

 
 
 



Hawkhurst 
 
3.2 Similar issues exist in Hawkhurst, albeit on a much smaller scale, and there has 

to date been no request or suggestion that a different type of line should be 
used. Resolving problems in the village is relatively simple through new 
definitions in a new traffic regulation order. 

 
4. PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTION 

 
4.1 A new traffic regulation order is in the process of being drafted. This removes 

any errors and ambiguities in both Cranbrook and Hawkhurst and is based 
largely on what is marked on the ground at present. Some minor adjustments to 
parking bays are to be made to provide as much on-street parking as is 
practical without compromising movement or safety. These will be advertised in 
the local press and on site when the order is promoted. Details will also be 
available on the Borough Council website. 

 
4.2 It is not proposed to pursue the idea of narrower primrose lines in Cranbrook. 

The cost is simply not justifiable in present circumstances. 
 
5. CONCLUSION 
 
5.1 Longstanding enforcement issues with waiting restrictions in Cranbrook and, to 

a lesser extent, Hawkhurst require resolution. A new traffic regulation order is 
needed and this is in the process of being drafted. A number of suggestions 
have been made for amendment, some of which can be accommodated. It is 
not, however, considered appropriate at present to pursue the idea of a different 
style of line due to the costs involved. 
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